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world of human relationships, viz. the need for active companion-
ship with other children. It is largely by means of an active sharing
of work and play in a genuine social life with other children that
the young child learns to overcome his distrust of himself and
others and his rivalry with them, to build up a true social feeling
of comradely affection and group loyalty. Here again, it must be
emphasised that the transformation of die child into a social
being does not come about by his being talked to and preached
to, but only by active experiences in making and doing and sharing
and playing and working with other children in day-to-day
social participation.
Institution life does, of course, bring the child contact with
others. Unfortunately, it tends to be mostly a limited and passive
contact, governed by strict rules in which the natural interchange
of talk and the natural sharing in play and constructive activity
are either forbidden (through most of the day) or confined within
the narrowest limits. Moreover, the number of children in a
group is so often far too large. The young child cannot make
contact of feeling with large numbers of other children. He is at
home only in a group of about the size of an ordinary large family.
His feelings of trust and confidence are overwhelmed by anxiety
in too big a group, whether of his own age or of different ages.
Life in most institutions thus not only baulks the child of his
natural experience of active play with his fellows, but stimulates
his fear and distrust of them by keeping him constantly in the
presence of other children with whom he can have no active
relationship.
All this bears very closely upon the size of the group of which the
young child should be made a member. It is quite essential for
his social development that whatever the size of the institution
as such, he should feel himself to be a member of a small family
group of other children, each one of which can be a real live
person to him and interchange experiences and feelings with him.
He needs varied contacts, but they have to be alive and real.
It is not, of course, only a matter of numbers, of the size of the
group the child is in contact with, but also of the internal
relationships, the form and method of control, the nature of the
activities for which opportunities and material are provided.
This brings us to consider the activities provided for children.